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5 March 2021 
 
Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG Community 
 
Another busy week has come and gone, and I include in this week’s edition reports 
from some of our campus epartments. 
 
From the IT department: 
 
Out there is a communications app called Telegram that poses some risks to 

individuals using the application. 

Telegram is an online messaging app that works just like WhatsApp and Facebook 

Messenger. This means that you can use it to send messages to your friends when 

connected to Wi-Fi or your mobile data 

Opportunities to meet strangers through Telegram is very likely as usernames are 

public and searchable by anyone using the app which opens the door to unexpected 

or unwanted individuals connecting with the app user. It is an open-source platform 

where anyone can create whatever content they want. Appropriateness of the 

content shared on the app is therefore determined by those sending and receiving 

messages. 

We have blocked the use of this application on our school network but unfortunately 

the use of this app is not limited to use at school.  

To protect your daughter, please check your daughter’s phone regularly and make 

sure that she does not use this application.  

From the French department: 

At St. Mary’s DSG, our learners are encouraged to write the internationally 

accredited DELF (Diploma of French as a Foreign Language) examinations at the 

Alliance Française, Pretoria  every year. The diploma consists of various levels and 

successfully passing the first two levels, creates opportunities for our students all 

over the world, since it is internationally recognised. In this photo, eager Grade 12 

learners are preparing for level B1, to be written in October this year, during the 

DELF club. 

Furthermore, learning a foreign language should always be fun… At St Mary’s DSG 

we ensure that our French class rooms are vibrant, intimate spaces, where learners  
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are encouraged to communicate: The Grade 8 learners regularly watch and sing 

along to videos, conceived for FLE (foreign language) students. Last week, learners 

sang songs created by French teacher Alain le Lait, with the aim to learn the French  

alphabet, the days of the week, greetings and counting in French. Needless to say, 

they thoroughly enjoyed it and will remember these topics much better, because of 

their active engagement and the “fun” element. 

Learning a foreign language, also means discovering new cultures: For South 

African learners, understanding and learning about diverse Francophone African 

cultures, like Mali, the Congo, Senegal, Cameroon, to name but a few, is essential, 

as we form part of Africa.  

We also have many young Francophone students studying at our universities and 

discovering more about them, will not only help us to understand them better, but 

ultimately allow for a deeper understanding of our own identity, within the African 

context . On another level, it will assist us in our quest against Xenophobia:  

The Grade 9s are currently doing a project on a Francophone country, which they 

will present to the class as a slide show presentation. Learners also need to 

research a Francophone woman who made a difference in her country… 

Our Grade 12 learners wrote paragraphs and poems on the topic” What is 

happiness” and the consensus seemed to be that it is found when we experience 

momentary freedom, give and receive love, feel at peace and appreciate the simple 

beauty of nature. 

Learning Foreign languages form an important part of our quest for diversity! 

From our Outreach section: 
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FLIP FLOP FRIDAY 

St Mary’s DSG will be supporting CHOC by 

participating in Flip Flop Day this year. Girls will be 

allowed to purchase a sticker for R10 and wear 

their Flip Flops on Friday 12 March. All proceeds 

will go directly to CHOC (Childhood Cancer 

Foundation South Africa).  

Participation is not compulsory. Money will be 

charged to your school account.  

 

 
 
From the Music department: 
 
 

 Polina Burdukova  
We are proud to announce that our Cello teacher at the PAC, Polina Burdukova, has just 

been awarded her Doctorate in Music Performance by the North West University. 

About me:    

 She teaches Cello at St Mary’s DSG and has been a member of staff for many years. 
 She is Russian born, educated at the prestigious Gnessin’s music school in Moscow 

(Russia) but also studied in Ghent (Belgium) and London (UK).  
 She obtained a Masters in Music from the University of Pretoria.  
 She currently holds the appointment of the Artistic Planning and Production Manager 

at the Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra (since 2017).  
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 Some of the highlights of her career as a cellist: won ATKV-Forte’s string section 
(twice); was a recipient of SAMRO/SENA Awards (2004 and 2008); was the Co-
Principal Cello in the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra (2001) and was chosen to 
participate, as one of the soloists, in the “Young Masters” Concert Series with this 
orchestra in 2002. In June 2004, invited to play in Rome Festival Orchestra at the 
Rome Festival in Italy and received KANNA Award Nominations in 2007 and 2008.  

 She has been blessed with a successful solo and chamber music career, performing 
regularly around the country and abroad as a soloist as well as with the Cello/Piano 
Duo and as a member of Sempre Viva Trio.  

From our Academic department: 
 
Geography learners using their taste buds to revise boundaries. 

The Grade 10 Geography learners used food to revise folding, faulting and plate 

boundaries during our lessons this week. Using food to demonstrate different 

geographical terms is fresh, memorable, and unpredictable. The learners enjoyed the 

tactile lesson. All COVID protocols were followed during the lesson. 

 

.   

Contemporary Artists Club run by Mrs Knight 

This week’s theme was the transformative power of Art and creation through recycling. 

We looked at the work of Nigerian born artist El Anatsui whose work touches on 

themes of exile, slavery and art’s alchemical powers of transformation. Anatsui 

employs many people to assist and collaborate with him in the creation of his massive 

art installations which are constructed from discarded alcohol bottle tops. Each  
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fragment of his work is first collected, then crushed and flattened and later “stitched’ 

to form enormously opulent wall hanging installations.  

The students and I discussed the underlying catalyst for the creation of his work and 

the subtle relationship his installations have to the history of slavery in Africa. We also 

spoke of the power of collaborative working and the generative effects this can have 

on employment. 

Parent afternoon for Grade 8 to 12 parents 

Please look out for the invitation to meet online with your daughter’s teachers on 

Thursday 11 March from 15:30 till 18:00. A link will be sent in order to book your slots 

and the booking sheets will open at 14:00 on Monday 8 March. 

 
Have a good week ahead. 
 

 
Mrs Odelle Howard  
Head of School 
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